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Spruson & Ferguson is a leading intellectual property firm 
in Australia. We have been providing expert representation 
in all aspects of intellectual property to clients since 1887. 
Our long history of specialisation has resulted in a robust 
infrastructure supported by well honed systems and skilled 
individuals.

Our team of patent attorneys, trade mark attorneys 
and lawyers includes some of the most highly regarded 
professionals in the industry. 

Together with our associated law firm, Spruson & Ferguson 
Lawyers, we provide a fully integrated and comprehensive 
service for the protection, commercialisation, enforcement 
and management of all forms of intellectual property.

We are the only Australian IP firm with direct presence in 
Asia through our associated firm, Ella Cheong Spruson & 
Ferguson (Singapore and Malaysia). This is a full service 
intellectual property firm offering services in Singapore, 
Malaysia, India and other countries in the South East Asia 
and Sub-Continent regions.
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Since 1887

History 

As one of the first patent and trade mark attorney firms in Australia, we are proud of our unique 

heritage.

The history of Spruson & Ferguson dates back to 1887 when the firm was first established as 

Hepburn & Spruson. W. J. Spruson was a founding fellow of the old Australasian Institute of 

Patent Agents, later become a founding fellow of the Institute of Patent Attorneys, was the first 

Australian member of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) and was an active 

member of the parliament that completed the formalities of Federation. 

In 1923 Spruson was joined by Robert Ferguson, who was the first Deputy Registrar of Trade 

Marks and later Commissioner of Patents at the Australian Patent Office. 

Spruson & Ferguson has since continued to grow and enhance its expertise by engaging some of 

the most highly regarded IP professionals in Australia.

w.j.spruson (1870-1939)
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OUR ADVANTAGE 

Top tier Intellectual Property firm In Australia

Spruson & Ferguson is consistently 
recognised as a leading patent and trade 
mark firm In Australia and internationally. 
Spruson & Ferguson was voted the Best 
Patent Attorney and Trade Mark Firm in 
Australia in the 2009 BRW Client Choice 
Awards. Further, the World IP Survey 
conducted by prestigious intellectual 
property magazine Managing IP consistently 
places Spruson & Ferguson in the first tier 
for patent and trade mark prosecution 
services in Australia.

Demonstrated depth of experience and 
expertise

Spruson & Ferguson is a leading intellectual 
property firm in Australia, providing expert 
representation in all aspects of intellectual 
property for almost 125 years. Our long 
history has resulted in robust infrastructure 
supported by well honed systems and skilled 
individuals.

As one of the largest providers of intellectual 
property services in Australia we are able 
to provide a fully integrated service for 
the protection, commercialisation and 
enforcement of intellectual property, 
allowing for seamless access to relevant 
expertise across all relevant fields.

The firm has been recognised by industry 
and the Australian Government as having 
specific expertise and we have been 
commissioned to prepare a number of 
industry specific publications. 

Demonstrated state of the art IP 
management systems and customised 
reporting

Our size and experience in the management 
of IP, including the critical issue of risk 
management in large portfolios, means 
Spruson & Ferguson has played an integral 
part in the development of a leading IP 
management software system, now used 
worldwide. 

We are able to customise and develop the 
system to meet the particular needs of our 
clients, and to ensure we are always engaged 
in best practice in electronic portfolio 
management.

Highly qualified and experienced professionals 

Spruson & Ferguson’s professional team 
which includes Patent Attorneys, Trade Mark 
Attorneys, PhD graduates, professionals 
with Masters Degrees, qualified Solicitors, 
Singapore, US, South African and Japanese 
Patent Attorneys, are highly experienced, 
highly regarded IP professionals with 
integrated expertise across the field of 
intellectual property. 

Their diverse professional backgrounds and 
real industry experience in science, defence, 
finance, legal and commercial operations 
enables them to provide much more than 
advice on the legal aspects of intellectual 
property. Our professionals apply their skills 
and experience across all elements of IP 
including its protection, management, use, 
procurement, commercial assessment and 
exploitation, and enforcement.

Integrated and centralised IP Service Delivery

Spruson & Ferguson has the advantage of 
having all of our professional staff located in 
the one central office in Sydney.  This allows 
us to promptly assemble the right mix of 
expertise and experience to meet the needs 
of our clients. 

Many of our attorneys are also registered 
New Zealand patent and trademark 
attorneys and routinely act directly before the 
Intellectual Property Office of New Zealand 
(IPONZ).

Spruson & Ferguson is the only Australian 
IP firm that has a direct presence in Asia 
through our associated firm, Ella Cheong 
Spruson & Ferguson (ECSF) with offices in 
Singapore and Malaysia.  ECSF’s service reach 
extends to over fifteen countries and includes: 

Singapore, Malaysia, Bangladesh, Brunei, 
Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Laos, Myanmar, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, Vietnam. 
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OUR credentials

Recent Firm Recognitions

Top tier firm for patent and trade mark 
prosecution work. Managing Intellectual 
Property IP Survey (2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 
2011). 

Recommended in PLC Which lawyer? 
Yearbook in Intellectual Property and Life 
sciences areas of practice (2009, 2010).

Trademarks Law Firm of the Year. Winner. 
DealMakers Annual Awards (2010).

Top tier Australian firm in Asia IP patent 
rankings (2009) 

Best Patent Attorney and Trade Mark Firm. 
Winner. BRW Client Choice Awards (2009 ).

Important Publication

In January 2009 every professional engineer 
in Australia (some 60,000) received the 
IP Manual for Engineers reflecting a joint 
venture between our firm and the Institute 
of Engineers of Australia.   

In 2009, Spruson & Ferguson was also 
pleased to announce the publication of 
the text Patent Law in Australia written by 
Dr Colin Bodkin, former Principal and now 
consultant to Spruson & Ferguson. 















Released in 2009, The Spruson & Ferguson 
Trade Mark Team co-authored the 4th Edition 
of Shanahan’s Australian Law of Trade Marks, 
originally written by Dan Shanahan, a former 
Principal of Spruson & Ferguson. 

We were commissioned by Thomson Reuters 
to prepare an online Annotated Australian 
Trade Marks Act.

In October 2008, the Victorian State 
Government Minister for Innovation, launched 
the Biotechnology Intellectual Property 
Management Manual, a joint project between 
AusBiotech Ltd, the Victorian Government and 
Spruson & Ferguson.  

In 2007, we produced the Intellectual Property 
Management: A Practical Guide for Electrical 
and Electronics Related Industries, developed 
as an initiative of the Commonwealth 
Electronics Industry Action Agenda.

In 2006, we were selected by the Attorney-
General’s Department to prepare the Australian 
Government IP Manual for the Australian 
Government Agencies.











Protection, commercialisation,

enforcement and Management of 

intellectual property
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OUR services

PATENTS

Advice on the patentability of inventions 

Filing and prosecution patent 
applications in Australia, New Zealand 
and overseas 

Drafting patent specifications

Patent novelty and infringement 
searches 

Patent watching and monitoring 

Patent opposition proceedings 

Patent Renewals 

Patent Licensing and technology transfer 

DESIGNS

Filing registered design applications in 
Australia and overseas 

All aspects of prosecution of designs 
applications 

Advice in relation to infringement 

Design watches, novelty and 
infringement searches 

TRADE MARKS

Advice on brand creation and meeting 
trade mark registration requirements in 
Australia, New Zealand and overseas 

Filing of trade mark applications locally 
and internationally, including via the 
Madrid Protocol 

Prosecution of trade mark applications, 
including appearance at hearings 

Defending actions for trade mark 
removal 

Acting in trade mark opposition 
proceedings 

Trade mark clearance, searching and 
watching services 

Advice on Certification Marks 

Advice on regulation of labelling 
requirements 

Trade mark portfolio management 

Trade mark renewals 


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DOMAIN AND BUSINESS NAMES

Pre-emptive registration of business names 

Monitoring the National Company and 
Business Names Index for third party 
unauthorised trading entities 

Conducting investigations 

Lodging submissions to the respective 
Business Name Registries and, 

Where necessary, taking appropriate legal 
action against unauthorised third party 
trading entities

Litigation and Alternative Dispute 
Resolution

The infringement of trade marks, copyright, 
domain names, patents or designs 

Breaches of the Trade Practices Act 1974 
for misleading or deceptive conduct where 
others have adopted similar trade marks, 
products or packaging 

Breaches of confidence or disclosure of trade 
secrets 

Challenging the validity of monopoly rights 
to enable clients to manufacture or sell 
products or use trade marks that they would 
otherwise be prevented from selling or using 

COMMERCIALISATION

Structuring, negotiating and drafting 
agreements relating to R&D, franchising, 
licensing, joint ventures, sales and distribution 

Advice on developing strategies and 
processes to optimise creation, management, 
protection and exploitation of IP 

Formation of start-up and spin-off companies  

Facilitating relationships between start-up 
companies and investors  

Advice on investment readiness for high-
technology companies  

Advice on the regulation of technology 
products  

Performing due diligence and IP audit services 


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David Griffith
Managing Principal

E: david.griffith@sprusons.com.au

David Griffith is the Managing Principal of 
Spruson & Ferguson. He is an experienced 
patent and trade mark attorney.

David joined the firm in 1974, and has been 
involved in all aspects of major patent and 
trade mark matters throughout his career.

David is Immediate Past President and 
Fellow of the Institute of Patent Attorneys of 
Australia; and a member of the Association 
Internationale pour la Protection de la Propriete 
Industrielle (AIPPI), Federation Internationale 
des Conseils en Propriete Industrielle (FICPI), 
Asian Patent Attorneys Association (APAA), 
European Communities Trade Mark Association 
(ECTA) and the Licensing Executives Society 
(LES). He regularly attends the conferences 
of International Associations and is active on 
various committees.

David’s professional appointments include 
President of FICPI’s Contact Commission and a 
member of the Council. He was an Australian 
delegate to the FICPI Executive Committee 
1983–90 and is currently a member thereof.

Qualifications
Bachelor of Engineering (Chemical) (Hons), 
University of New South Wales
Registered Australian Patent Attorney
Registered New Zealand Patent Attorney
Registered Australian Trade Mark Attorney 





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Spruson & Ferguson’s patent team is  

represented by highly qualified and  

experienced professionals in chemical, 

biotechnology, electrical and  

mechanical related technologies. 



Spruson & Ferguson has one of the largest 

specialist chemical/life sciences practice 

groups in Australia with the majority of our 

team qualified to PhD level.

chemical / life sciences
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Our team has extensive intellectual 
property (IP) and industry experience 
in the fields of chemistry, biochemistry, 
pharmaceuticals, genetics, molecular 
biology, microbiology and biomedical 
engineering. 

We represent many of the world’s 
largest international biotechnology and 
pharmaceutical corporations, leading 
universities, hospitals, research institutes 
and individual inventors.

Spruson & Ferguson has been recognised 
by Australian Government departments, 
agencies and industry bodies as 
having specific expertise in assisting 
Government and industry in the area of 
IP.  Most recently, in October 2008, the 
Victorian State Government Minister for 
Innovation launched the Biotechnology 
Intellectual Property Management Manual 
a joint project between AusBiotech 
Ltd (Australia’s Biotechnology Industry 
Organisation), the Victorian Government 
and Spruson & Ferguson.

We recognise the importance of the 
continuing professional and scientific 
development. Many of our team are 
members of, or play active roles in, 
associations such as AusBiotech, the 
Australian Society for Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology, the Australian Society 
for Microbiology and the Royal Australian 
Chemical Institute.

We are dedicated to keeping our clients 
informed about developments in IP law 
and practice and do so on a regular basis 
through a range of newsletters and news 
updates.
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Dr Andrew Blattman
Principal 
Chemical/Life sciences team

E: andrew.blattman@sprusons.com.au

Andrew Blattman specialises in the firm’s 
biotechnology practice, working with several 
of Australia’s major universities and research 
institutes. He has particular expertise in 
identifying, protecting and advancing IP rights 
in the fields of genetics and molecular biology.

Andrew holds a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Agriculture with First Class Honours and 
completed a PhD in the molecular genetics 
of host resistance to infectious agents while 
working within the CSIRO Division of Animal 
Health. Andrew also undertook a post-doctoral 
fellowship with the University of Wisconsin-
Madison in the isolation of quantitative trait 
loci and marker-assisted selection.

Andrew is a co-author of the Biotechnology 
IP Management Manual commissioned by the 
Australian government agency, Biotechnology 
Australia, and the author of a number of 
research articles in international journals, 
scientific conference papers, monographs and 
book chapters. 

Andrew’s expertise has been recognised in 
various publications including the PLC Cross-
border Life Sciences Handbooks where he has 
been recommended for his strong reputation 
in advancing patents for universities and 
research institutes. Andrew has also been 
recently nominated by Emerald’s Who’s Who, 
Presidentials Who’s Who, Strathmore’s Who’s 
Who and the Global Directory of Who’s Who 
publications for his continuing success in the 
life sciences field. 

Qualifications
Bachelor of Agricultural Science (Hons1), 
University of Sydney 
Doctor of Philosophy,  
University of New England 
Graduate Diploma in Industrial Property, 
University of Technology, Sydney 
Registered Australian Patent Attorney 
Registered New Zealand Patent Attorney 
Registered Australian Trade Mark Attorney 


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Shahnaz Irani
Principal 
Chemical/Life sciences team

E: shahnaz.irani@sprusons.com.au

Shahnaz Irani is a registered patent attorney 
and solicitor, with a decade of experience in 
pharmaceutical and biochemical patents.

Shahnaz has particular expertise in securing 
extensions of term on pharmaceutical patents 
and has a strong success rate presenting 
arguments before the Patent Office. Shahnaz 
works closely with the firm’s associated  
legal practice in respect of opposition and 
revocation proceedings in Court and enjoys 
her advocacy work in ex parte and inter partes 
patent matters. 

A principal of the firm since 2000, Shahnaz is 
a founding contributing author of the patent 
law chapter in Halsbury’s Laws of Australia 
and is a co-author of the Biotechnology IP 
Management Manual, commissioned by the 
Australian government in 2001.

Shahnaz holds a Bachelor of Science degree 
with First Class Honours in Biochemistry and a 
Bachelor of Laws degree with Honours, both 
from the University of Sydney.

Qualifications 
Bachelor of Science (Hons),  
University of Sydney 
Bachelor of Laws (Hons),  
University of Sydney 
Solicitor, Supreme Court of New South 
Wales 
Registered Australian Patent Attorney 
Registered New Zealand Patent Attorney 
Registered Australian Trade Mark Attorney 


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